[image: A logo with orange triangles

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
 
2026 Group Leader Information
 
ADVENTURE KIDS Missions Journey Camp, July 19-23
Campers: Completed 1st – 6th Grade
Session: Arrival Time - 1:00 pm, Sunday, Departure Time - 9:30 am, Thursday

Camp Rate Information: The camp fee is $295 per camper and includes lodging, meals, a T-shirt, supplies, and all programing activities. Churches affiliated with the Tarrant Association may request a discounted rate through Riverbend. Email: adventurekidsjourney@gmail.com

New Camper to Sponsor Ratios: The state legislature of Texas passed two bills that put into law some new policies and procedures for camps in 2026. 
4-5 years: 1 counselor per 5 campers
6-8 years: 1 counselor per 6 campers – ADVENTURE KIDS MJC Age 
9-14 years: 1 counselor per 8 campers – ADVENTURE KIDS MJC Age
15-17 years: 1counselor per 10 campers

A minimum of two sponsors per group is always recommended, even for small groups, to ensure safety and accountability, and it is typically required by church insurance policies.
Adventure Kids Camp Arrival Time: Groups will arrive at 1:00 pm and should go directly to their assigned cabins to settle in and prepare for the day. Check-in takes place from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm, during which one girl leader and one boy leader from each group should come to registration to pick up T-shirts and other materials. Assigned check-in times, cabin assignments, and schedules will be sent via email and can also be found on our website prior to camp. The Welcome Rally will begin at 2:15 pm in the Worship Center, followed by group activities starting at 3:00 pm. The Welcome Rally will include a brief Emergency Plan Orientation for all campers required by new state legislation for 2026. 
Theme: RUN. WITH A PURPOSE - Camp Verse: 1 Corinthians 9:26

Camp Theme Introduction: This summer, campers are learning that following Jesus is like running a race—and every runner runs with purpose! The Bible says, “I run with purpose in every step” (1 Corinthians 9:26), and that means we don’t live by chance—we live for Jesus! This week, campers will discover their purpose to know Jesus, grow in faith, share Jesus, and live for Him every day. From the starting line to the finish, we’re running strong, finishing strong, and choosing to RUN. WITH A PURPOSE!

Camp T-Shirt: Front: RUN. WITH A PURPOSE, Back: logo and “So I Run With Purpose In Every Step .” 
1 Corinthians 9:26 Color: Blue
Camp Pastor/Worship Team: Nathan Dorrell & Family (Crazy Tie Guy)
ADVENTURE KIDS Missions Journey Camp is all about fun, faith, and age-appropriate learning! Campers will enjoy daily worship led by Crazy Tie Guy & Family, featuring music and messages designed to engage, inspire, and challenge kids in a way that’s just right for their age. Every day brings exciting opportunities to sing, learn, and grow in faith through hands-on activities and meaningful worship experiences.

Bible Study: RUN. WITH A PURPOSE
Bible Study curriculum is provided by ADVENTURE KIDS Camp. Lessons go with each day’s theme. Leaders prepare the Bible Study for their groups, print the Bible Study and printable items, bring any items/supplies to use in lesson. Prepare the Bible Study for Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday. The camp pastor will share the Bible study materials/theme for Sunday in evening worship. The Sunday study is included for leaders to use as they choose – devotional or an activity.  Church groups can have Bible study with girls and boys together or separate with boy group and girl group. Bible study will be at 10:30 am or 12:30 am based on your group schedule. 

Daily Devotionals: Each camper will receive printed devotional pages. The devotionals coordinate with each day’s Bible lesson and theme. A sample will be available on the website – adventurekidsjourney.com. These will be given to your group at check-in.

Missions Offering & Projects: This summer, our Missions Offering and Projects will inspire kids to meet both the physical and spiritual needs of children and families locally and around the world by providing tennis shoes, socks, and soccer balls. Kids will be excited to see how many pairs of tennis shoes we can purchase together with our offering and how many pairs of socks they can collect. Through their generosity, they will experience the joy of making a real difference in the lives of other children. Our gifts will help Texas River Ministry provide evangelistic soccer balls for events that equip leaders to share Christ through soccer and support Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls in providing safety, education, and love for vulnerable children both in our community and around the world.
Missions Offering: Through the Missions Offering, Adventure Kids can share the love of Jesus with children and families by giving toward the purchase of tennis shoes and soccer balls. Groups may choose to invite their church family to participate or dedicate their VBS offering to this special cause. Tennis shoes are $15.00 per pair, and soccer balls are $15.00 each, working together making it easy for everyone to get involved and help meet a tangible need. 
Hands-On Missions Project: Ready, Set, Socks for kids! Our sock drive will focus on collecting socks, with every camper encouraged to bring at least one pair to donate. Groups may also invite their church family to participate in collecting socks to help expand the impact of this project. In addition, kids will make special cards to include with each pair of shoes, socks, and soccer ball. These heartfelt messages will be a meaningful way for children to encourage and bless other kids, sharing not only practical gifts but also kindness and hope. Our gift of socks will be given with the shoes for Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls. 
Theme Days:
Monday: Camp T-shirt Day – RUN. WITH A PURPOSE
Tuesday: Running Team/Color Day – Groups wear the color of their assigned running team/mascot. (example: t-shirts, headbands, bandanas, hats, face paint, … groups choice)
Wednesday: Sport/Jersey Day – Campers can wear jerseys from professional, college, or local teams, or from teams they play on. A fun day to show off gear for sports like football, basketball, soccer, or baseball. (example: t-shirts, headbands, bandanas, hats, face paint …groups choice)

Missions Spotlight: (in progress)
Monday: David Balyeat, Evangelistic Soccer Balls 
Tuesday: Emily Ayars, Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls
Wednesday: Hands-on Missions Project 

Missions Prayer Focus: The Missions Prayer Focus will center on an Unreached People Group from the Loving the Lost Prayer Guide. A specific people group will be assigned to your girls and boys, and you will receive an email with the details of your assigned group. The flag representing your unreached people group’s country will be displayed in the worship center. Each group will be provided with black bulletin board paper and colored chalk to create a banner highlighting their assigned unreached people group, which will be hung in the worship center. On Monday evening, the worship time will include a Parade of Flags Ceremony along with a special prayer time dedicated to these unreached people groups.
Learn the following:
People Group Name & Country
Culture and Customs
How Jesus is being shared in the country
Percentage break down of religions in the country
Prayer requests
Search: Type in the name of your unreached people group and you will find information.
Name of your country/people group and add IMB – this search will usually give you stories from IMB.
https://www.peoplegroups.org/262.aspx
https://www.imb.org/

Camp Celebrations: (included at the beginning of evening worship service)
Monday: Parade of Flags 
Tuesday Missions Offering and Projects
Wednesday: 6th Grade Journey Celebration
Compass Class: Adventure Kids Camp recognizes and encourages 6th graders to continue following Jesus as they move to the next step in their journey. If 5th grade is the last grade in your Children’s Ministry, they can be included as well or they can come to camp as a 6th grader. During the week, these campers attend a special Compass Class, where they enjoy learning how to use a compass to find their way and discover how to let Jesus be their guide in life.
Daily Schedule: The daily schedule for girls and boys is active, engaging, and full of fun. Throughout the week, everyone will enjoy the action-packed activities offered by Riverbend. Adventure Kids Camp provides a thoughtfully planned schedule with activities designed for girls to enjoy with friends and exciting challenges for boys to experience together. Campers will have a blast as they build skills, grow in confidence, and strengthen their relationships with others. Each day also includes a dynamic children’s worship experience, Bible study, and a missions focus that guides kids on the adventure of growing in Christ. Groups will receive their individual schedules prior to camp.

Riverbend Action-Packed Activities: Archery, Archery Tag, Zipline, Jungle, Pool, and Waterfront are scheduled activities.

ADVENTURE KIDS Activities: The ADVENTURE KIDS program offers a variety of fun and engaging activities for both girls and boys. Participants can enjoy Outdoor Cooking, Archery, BB guns, Crafts, and Tomahawk activities, with younger boys using Nerf Tomahawks and older boys using regular Tomahawks. Special events include the 5th and 6th Grade Boys Cookout, held on Monday or Tuesday evening, as well as the Wednesday evening Campfire Service for boys and the Wednesday evening Praise Walk for girls. Throughout the program, there are plenty of other activities designed to keep kids active, creative, and involved. More activities and information coming.

Free Time Activities: 9 Square in the Air, Basketball, Carpet Ball, Checkers (Life size), Chess (Life size), Connect Four (Life size) Corn Hole, Frisbee Golf, Gaga Ball, Adventure Trail, Human Foosball, Pickleball/Dodgeball, Ping Pong, Tetherball, indoor snack shop and game area, and more…

Lodging: Boys and girls will be housed in separate cabins for the week.

Meals: Assigned seating by church group (only if space allows)

Worship: Assigned seating by church group, boy group or girl group. Your groups choice.

Award Tickets & Certificates
Leaders may give tickets to campers throughout the day for positive behaviors such as learning memory verses, showing kindness, picking up trash, and keeping a clean camper area. Campers should place their tickets in the designated box for a daily drawing held before the evening service. Winners will receive $1 certificates to use at the canteen as prizes.

Every camper will receive a $1.00 certificate to use at the canteen during the week.
 
Clean Camper: Each group will receive a couple of fun inflatables or small awards to use as part of the Clean Camper recognition. The camper who keeps the cleanest area will earn the honor of displaying the inflatable or award on their bed for the day as a sign of their accomplishment. In addition, campers can receive a ticket for the daily prize drawing as an extra incentive for maintaining a tidy space. Leaders are also welcome to bring their own creativity and additional ideas to make the Clean Camper experience even more exciting and motivating for everyone.
 
Memory Verses: 1 Corinthians 9:26, and daily memory verses from Bible study

What to Pack: Camper
Clothing: t-shirts & shorts (modest), pajamas, sets of socks and underwear, tennis shoes 
Bedding: sleeping bag, pillow, or sheets & blanket (twin size)
Water Activities: swimwear (modest) one piece swimsuit or tankini with a shirt, swimsuit cover up – girls wear a cover up to and from water activities. Boys are to wear a t-shirt and swim trunks to and from water activities, pool towel, water shoes and nose plugs for waterfront activities,
Personal Grooming: shower towel & washcloth, shower shoes, toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, deodorant, shampoo, brush, etc., 
Medication: place original container in a Ziplock bag with child’s name and church name
Other: Bible, pen/pencil, note pad, backpack, or bag to carry to activities, sunscreen, bug spray, flashlight,
Spending money for snack shop, gift shop, and missions offering. 
Theme day items (decided by church group)

Cabin Suggestions/Ideas:
Sponsors bring basically the same thing as the campers. Sponsors have found bringing these items helpful: a wagon to take to the pool and activities, trash bags, clothesline for wet articles to hang outside, flashlights, bug spray, ice chest, snack items, fan, extra Bibles, paper, tape, pens, crayons, scissors…


2026 Group Leader Checklist

Read Riverbend Retreat Center Group Leader Info: www.riverbend.camp/church-leader
(Includes Sponsor Guidelines & Parent Information)

ALL ITEMS DUE BY JUNE 15 Camper/Leader/LIT Online Registration & T-Shirt Order (RRC)
• Register at: bendcamper.org
• Camp Code: ak2026

New Email Address for sending all Certificates and Check List Information: adventurekids.forms@gmail.com

Sponsor & LIT (18+) Requirements
• Sponsor Certification
• Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Test Certificate 
– Must include state YC-number
– Renew every 2 years
– Riverbend Code: 1967 
Email certificates: adventurekids.forms@gmail.com
Emergency Plan Training
• All sponsors must complete Emergency Plan Training 
https://www.riverbend.camp/eap-training
• Review emergency procedures prior to camp
Certificate of Liability Insurance
• Email: adventurekids.forms@gmail.com
• Fax: 254.897.3960
Allergy & Special Dietary Needs Form
• Required for food allergies or special diets
• Completed by parents
6th Grade Journey Celebration/Compass Class
• Email list of 6th graders (and 5th graders if your children’s ministry only goes through 5th grade).  adventurekids.forms@gmail.com
5th & 6th Grade Boys Cookout
• Email number of 5th & 6th grade boys & leaders attending - adventurekids.forms@gmail.com
Required Lists (Email by 6/15)
• Arrivals & Early Departures (date & time)
• Visiting Staff (date, time)
– $10 day fee
– $10 per meal
Email to: adventurekids.forms@gmail.com
Full Balance Payment (6/15)
Payable to: TBA WMU
Mail to:
Derinda Williams
906 Skylark Dr.
Mansfield, TX 76063


DUE AT CHECK-IN – JULY 19
Bring:
• Final headcount (campers, LITs, adult leaders)
• Medications
– Original container
– In Ziplock bag
– Labeled with child’s name & church
– Drop off at Health Center
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