RUN. WITH A PURPOSE
ADVENTURE KIDS MJC 2026 Bible Study

Camp Verse: 1 Corinthians 9:26 (NLT) —“So | run with purpose in every step.”

Running Verse: Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV) — "Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on
Jesus."

Tuesday Bible Study - Pass the Baton: Share Jesus
Scripture References: Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-40), Dorcas (Acts 9:36-42)

Memory Verses

Matthew 28:19-20 - Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with

you always, to the very end of the age.

Matthew 5:16 - In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.

Learning Outcome

By the end of this lesson, children will understand that God wants His followers to share the good news of Jesus with
others. They will identify how Philip shared Jesus through teaching and how Dorcas shared God's love through serving,
and they will choose one way they can share Jesus through their words, actions, or talents this week.

Background Information for Leaders

Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-40) shows how God guides His people to share the good news of Jesus. Philip
listened to God's direction, obeyed immediately, and helped the Ethiopian understand the Scriptures. Through Philip's
willingness to explain God's Word, the Ethiopian came to faith in Jesus and was baptized. This reminds us that God
often uses ordinary believers to help others understand His truth.

Dorcas (Acts 9:36-42) demonstrates that sharing God's love involves both our words and our actions. She served others
faithfully by using her talents to meet practical needs. Her kindness pointed people to God and impacted her
community. Together, Philip and Dorcas teach children that every believer can help others know Jesus—by sharing the
Gospel, showing kindness, and using the gifts God has given them.

Just like runners pass a baton in a relay race, Christians pass the message of Jesus from one person to another.
Preparation
ltems Needed

e Bible

e Relay baton/rolled paper towel tube

e Chair or box (chariot)

e Rolled paper scroll

e Blue cloth or blue paper

e Gospel Plane printouts (#1 printable - one per camper; leader instructions and explanation)
e Markers or crayons

e Readers Theater Script #2 printable

e Memory verse strips (Matthew 28:19-20) #3 printable



Lesson Introductory Activity - Pass It On
Gather children in a circle.
Explain:

“In a relay race, runners pass a baton from one person to another. Today we are learning that Christians also pass
something important along — the good news about Jesus!”

Have children pass the baton/rolled paper towel tube around the circle while saying:

e their name,
e orone word about Jesus such as:

o love,

o kindness,

o hope,

o forgiveness,
o joy.

After several rounds, say:
“Just like this baton was passed from person to person, God wants us to pass the message of Jesus to others.”
Transition

“Today we will learn about Philip, who shared the good news of Jesus with someone who needed to understand God’s
Word.”

Say:
“God wants us to pass the good news from person to person, just like the baton passed around the circle.”
Bible Story Activity

This story takes place in the book of Acts and tells about an important meeting between Philip and an Ethiopian man.
God used Philip to help someone understand the Bible and believe in Jesus.

An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip and said, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem
to Gaza” (Acts 8:26). Philip obeyed right away and began traveling. Along the road, he met an Ethiopian man who worked
for the queen of Ethiopia. The man had gone to Jerusalem to worship God and was traveling home in his chariot while
reading from the book of Isaiah.

The Holy Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it” (Acts 8:29). God was guiding Philip step by step, and
Philip listened carefully and obeyed.

Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the Ethiopian reading Scripture. Philip asked him, “Do you understand what you
are reading?” (Acts 8:30).

The Ethiopian answered, “How can | unless someone explains it to me?” (Acts 8:31). Then he invited Philip to sit with
him in the chariot. The Ethiopian wanted to know more about God, but he needed someone to help him understand the
Scriptures. God used Philip to teach him about Jesus.

The Ethiopian was reading a passage from Isaiah that said, “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb
before its shearer is silent, so He did not open His mouth” (Acts 8:32).



The Ethiopian asked Philip who the prophet was talking about. Philip began explaining that the Scripture was talking
about Jesus. Starting with that very passage, Philip shared the good news about Jesus Christ. He told how Jesus died for
our sins and rose again so that everyone who believes in Him can have eternal life.

The Bible tells us, “Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).
God had prepared the Ethiopian’s heart to understand and believe.

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water. The Ethiopian said, “Look, here is water! What can stand in
the way of my being baptized?” (Acts 8:36).

Philip told him that if he believed with all his heart, he could be baptized. The Ethiopian answered, “l believe that Jesus
Christis the Son of God.”

The chariot stopped, and both Philip and the Ethiopian went down into the water, where Philip baptized him.

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away. Even though the Ethiopian did not
see Philip again, he continued his journey rejoicing because he now believed in Jesus.

Philip continued traveling from town to town preaching the gospel and sharing the good news everywhere he went. Acts
8:40 says, “Philip... traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.”

"Who helped you learn about Jesus?"

This story reminds us that God wants everyone to hear about Jesus. God helps us learn about Him so we can teach and
encourage others too. Jesus told His followers in Matthew 28:19, “Go and make disciples of all nations.”

Just like runners pass a baton in a relay race, Christians pass the message of Jesus from one person to another.

"Who is one person God may want you to tell about Jesus?"

Act It Out: Philip and the Ethiopian
Reader's Theater Skit Acts 8:26-40 (printable #2)

Characters

e Narrator

e Angel

e Philip

e Ethiopian
Props

e Chair or box for the chariot
e Rolled paper scroll
e Blue cloth or paper for water

Scene 1: God Sends Philip

Narrator:
An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip and told him to travel on the desert road toward Gaza.



Angel:
"Philip, go to the desert road."

Action: Philip begins walking.

Scene 2: The Chariot

Narrator:
As Philip traveled, he saw an Ethiopian official riding in a chariot. The man was reading from the Scriptures.

Action: Ethiopian sits in the chariot reading the scroll.

Narrator:
The Holy Spirit told Philip to go near the chariot.

Action: Philip runs toward the chariot.

Philip:
"Do you understand what you are reading?"

Ethiopian:
"How can | unless someone explains it to me?"

Action: Ethiopian invites Philip to sit beside him.

Scene 3: Philip Shares Jesus

Narrator:
Philip sat beside the Ethiopian and explained that the Scripture was talking about Jesus.

Action: Philip points to the scroll.

Philip:
"The prophet was talking about Jesus. Jesus died and rose again so we can be saved."

Narrator:
Philip shared the good news about Jesus with the Ethiopian.

Scene 4: The Ethiopian Believes

Narrator:
As they traveled, they came to some water.

Ethiopian:
"Look! Here is water. | want to be baptized."

Narrator:
The Ethiopian believed that Jesus is God's Son.



Ethiopian:
"I believe Jesus is the Son of God!"

Scene 5: Baptism and Joy
Action: Philip and the Ethiopian walk to the blue cloth representing water.

Narrator:
Philip baptized the Ethiopian.

Action: Both step into the "water."

Narrator:
When they came out of the water, the Ethiopian was filled with joy.

Action: Ethiopian celebrates happily.

Narrator:
Philip continued traveling and sharing the good news of Jesus wherever he went.

Action: Philip waves goodbye and continues walking.
Narrator:
"Philip shared Jesus with the Ethiopian. The Ethiopian shared what he learned with others. The good news kept

spreading."”

All Readers Together:
"Just like runners pass a baton, we can pass the message of Jesus to others!”

Discussion Question
"Who helped you learn about Jesus?"

Allow several children to answer.

‘Just like Philip shared Jesus with the Ethiopian, God wants us to share the good news of Jesus with others. Just like
runners pass a baton in a relay race, Christians pass the message of Jesus from one person to another.

Transition to Dorcas
Say:

"Philip shared Jesus with his words. Dorcas shared Jesus with her actions. God wants us to share Jesus both ways—by
telling people about Him and by showing His love through what we do."

Short Dorcas Bible Story
Acts 9:36-42

In the town of Joppa lived a woman named Dorcas. Dorcas loved Jesus and helped people in her town. She made
clothes for widows and cared for people in need.

The people loved Dorcas because she was kind and helpful.



One day, Dorcas became very sick and died. Everyone was very sad.

Peter came and prayed for Dorcas. Then he said, “Dorcas, get up!”

Dorcas opened her eyes and sat up!

Everyone praised God, and many people believed in Jesus.

Say:

“Dorcas used her talents and kindness to show God’s love to others. We can do the same!”
"What is one way you can show God's love this week?"

Bible Learning Application Activity - Talent Match

Say:

"Dorcas used her talent for sewing to help people and show God's love. God gives each of us talents too. Let's think
about how we can use our gifts for Jesus."

Instructions:

1. Have campers remain seated or standing in a circle.

2. Callout atalent or ability.

3. Let campers suggest ways that talent could help others or point people to Jesus.
4. Continue with several examples.

Examples:
e Drawing > Make an encouragement card.
e Singing > Worship God or encourage others.
e Sports > Be a good example on your team.
e Helping > Serve someone in need.
e Being friendly > Invite someone to church.
e Listening > Encourage a friend who is having a hard day.
e Building or creating > Help with a project.
e Reading > Read Scripture to someone.

Ask:

"What is one talent God has given you?"

Allow a few volunteers to answer.

Say:

"God gave each of us different gifts and abilities. Dorcas used her talents to help others and show God's love. We can
use our talents to serve others and point people to Jesus too."

Gospel Plane Presentation Activity



Supplies

e Gospel Plane download and explanation from Let the Children Come (printable #1, #2, #3)
e Markers or crayons

Now that we’ve learned we can share Jesus with our words, actions, and talents, let’s practice sharing the Gospel
message.

Instructions

Give each child a Gospel Plane. Explain that airplanes are designed to travel and carry messages from one place to
another. In the same way, God wants us to carry the good news of Jesus to others everywhere we go.

Use the Gospel Plane to walk children through the Gospel message.
Gospel Message Points

e God loves us.

e Sin separates us from God.

e Jesusdied and rose again to save us.
e We must trust Jesus and follow Him.

After presenting the Gospel, allow children to fold and fly their planes as a reminder that we are called to share the good
news of Jesus with others.

“Just like Philip carried the message of Jesus to the Ethiopian, we can carry the good news of Jesus to others too!”

Memory Verse Activity: Pass the Baton Scripture Relay

Memory Verse: Matthew 28:19-20
"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations..."

Supplies

e Relay baton, or rolled paper towel tube for each team
e Memory verse word strips (Printable #4)

Memory verse strips:

e Therefore go

e and make disciples

e of all nations,

e baptizing them

e inthe name

e of the Father

e and of the Son

e and of the Holy Spirit,

e andteaching them to obey

e everything | have commanded you.
e And surely, | am with you always,
e tothevery end of the age.



Instructions

1. Divide campers into two or more teams.
2. Place the memory verse strips in a pile at one end of the room.
3. Give the first player on each team a baton.
4. Whenyou say "GO!", the first runner carries the baton to the verse pile, picks up one strip, and returns to their
team.
5. Therunner passes the baton to the next teammate, who repeats the process.
6. Continue until all verse strips have been collected.
7. Once all the strips are gathered, teams work together to arrange the verse in the correct order.
8. When ateam finishes, they raise their hands and read the entire verse aloud together.
9. After all teams finish, have everyone stand and recite Matthew 28:19-20 together.
Ask:

e Whyisitimportant to pass the baton carefully in a relay race?
e What message did Jesus tell us to pass on to others?

Say:

"In a relay race, runners pass a baton from one person to another. In the same way, Jesus wants us to pass the good
news to others. Philip shared Jesus with the Ethiopian, and we can share Jesus too. Every time we tell someone about
Jesus, we are helping pass the baton of faith. Matthew 28:19-20 is often called the Great Commission because Jesus
commands His followers to share the good news with others."

Prayer Activity

Ask campers to think of one person they can tell about Jesus or show God's love to this week.

Prayer:

Dear God,

Thank You for loving us and helping us learn about Jesus. Help us share Your love with others through our words and
actions. Give us courage to tell others about You and use our gifts to serve You each day.

In Jesus' name, Amen.



