🏁 RUN. WITH A PURPOSE
ADVENTURE KIDS MJC Camp 2026 Bible Study Curriculum Overview
This summer, campers will discover that following Jesus is like running a race—and every runner runs with purpose. “I run with purpose in every step” (1 Corinthians 9:26) reminds us that we don’t live by chance—we live for Jesus! This means we don’t just go through life randomly—we choose to follow Jesus on purpose every day.
From the starting line to the finish, campers will understand their purpose: to know Jesus, grow in faith, share His love, and live for Him daily. Like athletes training for a race, we learn to stay focused, keep going when things are hard, and not get distracted by things that pull us away from God.
God has already given each of us a path to run, and He calls us to stay faithful and keep moving forward with Him. Together, we're running strong, finishing strong, and choosing to RUN. WITH A PURPOSE! As we run this race, we will learn that every step matters when our eyes are fixed on Jesus. He is the One who calls us, trains us, sends us, and gives us strength to finish well.
Camp Verse
1 Corinthians 9:26
"So I run with purpose in every step.”
This verse highlights Paul's determination and focus. He compares the Christian life to a race and a boxing match, emphasizing that both require purpose, discipline, and clear intention. Paul is saying that he does not waste his effort—every step he takes is directed toward a meaningful goal.
Camp Running Verse
Hebrews 12:1–2
"Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith."
These verses remind us that the Christian life is like a race. God has given each of us a race to run, and He wants us to keep going even when life is difficult. Just as runners stay focused on the finish line, we are called to keep our eyes on Jesus. He shows us how to live, gives us strength to keep going, and helps us finish the race faithfully. 
Bible Studies
🟢 DAY 1
START THE RACE – Know Jesus
📚 Story
Samuel Hears God (1 Samuel 3:1-21)
📖 Memory Verses
1 Samuel 3:9b – NIV: Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.
Psalm 119:105 – NIV: Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
📖 Focus
Samuel hears God's voice and responds, "Speak, Lord." God had a plan for Samuel even before he was born and spoke to him by name. The race begins when we listen and say yes to Jesus. God has a plan for each of us and calls us to His work. God speaks to kids too, and even young children can hear Him, follow Him, and be used by Him.
📝 Note to Study Leaders – Connection to Theme
This day establishes that we are not just running any race, but a race God Himself has designed. Help kids understand that running with a purpose begins with hearing and responding to Jesus. Samuel shows that the starting point of purpose is relationship—God calls, and we respond. Without this step, the race has not truly begun.
🔵 DAY 2
TRAIN FOR THE RACE – Grow in Faith
📚 Story
Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14–15)
📖 Memory Verses
1 Timothy 4:8 – NIV: For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things.
1 Timothy 4:12 – NIV: Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young...
📖 Focus
Timothy grew strong in his faith by learning from God's Word and from faithful believers around him. Paul reminded Timothy that he was not too young to live for Jesus and be an example to others. Just as athletes train their bodies to become stronger, followers of Jesus train spiritually by praying, reading the Bible, worshiping, obeying God, and serving others. Physical training helps for a little while, but spiritual training helps us grow closer to Jesus and prepares us to run the race God has given us with purpose, faithfulness, and endurance.
📝 Note to Study Leaders – Connection to Theme
Help kids see that running with a purpose requires training. Spiritual growth does not happen by accident. Timothy shows that God strengthens us through His Word, mentors, and obedience. Training prepares us to run our God-given purpose well.
🟡 DAY 3
PASS THE BATON – Share Jesus
📚 Stories
Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26–40)
Dorcas (Acts 9:36–42)
📖 Memory Verses
Matthew 28:19-20 – NIV: Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations...
Matthew 5:16 – NIV: Let your light shine before others.
📖 Focus
Philip immediately runs to the chariot and shares Jesus, showing how we tell others about Him. Dorcas shows sharing through kindness and good works, blessing many people. Sharing Jesus is not only with words, but also through how we love and serve others every day.
📝 Note to Study Leaders – Connection to Theme
In a relay race, the baton must be passed for the team to continue. Help kids understand that running with a purpose includes passing Jesus on to others. We are not meant to hold the message to ourselves—our purpose grows when others are invited into the race.
🔴 DAY 4
RUN WITH ENDURANCE – Live for Jesus Every Day
📚 Story
Paul and Silas in Prison (Acts 16:16–34)
📖 Memory Verse
Philippians 4:13 – NIV: I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
📖 Focus
Even in prison, Paul and Silas pray, praise, and trust God. They show us what it looks like to keep going when life is hard. To live for Jesus every day, we must run with endurance. We don't quit the race when things are difficult—we keep trusting God, and He gives us strength to endure. Living for Jesus every day also means that the way we live our lives shares Jesus with others, just like Paul and Silas did. Even in a difficult place, their attitude, praise, and faith pointed others to God. You are never too young to trust God and stay faithful to Him, no matter what you face.
📝 Note to Study Leaders – Connection to Theme
Remind kids that running with a purpose is not just starting strong—it is finishing strong. Paul and Silas show that purpose is proven in perseverance. When life is difficult, we don't stop running; we rely on God's strength to keep going. Also emphasize that our everyday life is part of our witness—how we respond, speak, and trust God shows others who Jesus is.

Campers will discover that the Christian life is not a sprint but a lifelong race of faith. Each day builds on the previous day as campers learn to know Jesus, grow in faith, share His love, and live for Him every day.


